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Tipitaka at John Rylands Library 
by 
Kit Johnstone, Ph.D. 


A set of Tipitaka was given to the University of Manchester in 1898 by Rama V 
of Siam. They were published in 1888 in Bangkauk for the silver jubilee of his reign 
in 1894. The complete set comprises 39 volumes, and is divided into three main 
sections, namely Vinayapitaka (1-8), Suttantapitaka (9-28), and Abhidhammapi- 
taka (29-39). In 2009 when I found them there were 38 volumes in total remaining, 
and the one volume missing was Volume 15. From the introduction the set were 
published in hundreds, not in thousands. I try to put them into the computer in 
Roman alphabet. The process is slow because I am doing it manually on my own. 


Titles according to my plan are the following, the numbers within brackets 
being volume numbers of the manuscript: 


Anguttaranikaya (20-24), Bhikkhunivibharnga (3), Culaniddesa (27), Cullavagga (6- 
7), Dhammasargani (29), Dighanikaya (9-11), Dhammapada (25), Dhatukatha- 
(31), Itivuttaka (25), Kathavatthu (32), Khuddakapatha (25), Mahaniddesa (26), 
Mahavagga (4-5), Mahavibhariga (1-2), Majjhimanikaya (12-14), Parivara (8), 
Patisambhidamagga (28), Patthana (36-39), Samyuttanikaya (15-19), Suttanipata 
(25), Udana (25), Vibhariga (30) and Yamaka (33-35). 


Attached to the inside of the front cover of the first volume is a dedication in 
Pali which reads, 


Idam Tepitakam. 


Dakkhinabuddhamamakanam sammabhimananalipinam lanchanam rannaparamin- 
da mahacilalankaranena syamekarajabhutena pancavisatiya samvaccharanam pa- 
ripunnanamaccaye pakatam katva muddapitam, imasminca karane. 


Mahavidyalayassa anussaraniyam dinnam. 
M’havidyalat Manchester. 


From the introduction we have the full, official name of Rama V, 


Brabadsomdec 

Braprmindrm ha-Culalongkaurn 
Bdindaurde byam ‘hamongkud 
Burusyaratnrajrvivongs 
Vrutmbongsbribatr 

Vaurkhatiyarajnikro dom 
Caturantbromm hacakrbarrdirajsangkas 
Bromdharrmikm ’‘harajadhiraj 
Bromnarthbbitr 
Bra-Culcaumkladcaoythoa. 


Kit Tyabandha, Ph.D. 
Manchester, 2009 
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